NOTES ON THE GENUS DELOSPERMA 
(MESEMBRIEAE) 


M. Lavis 


Delosperma adelaidense Lavis sp. nov. (Planifolia-Pubescentia).—Rami 
2 visi, 3—5 cm. longi, ad 3 cm. diam., internodiis ad 1-1 cm. longis, ad 2 mm. 
diam.; partes herbaceae laete virides; folia ascendentia vel patentia vel e medio 
recurva, supra plana vel leviter concava, linearia obtusa, vel oblonge obovata, 
interdum leviter dimidiata, dorso subconvexo, minute punctata, punctis setiferis, 
setis ascendentibus vel patentibus vel decurvis, quam punctis longioribus, ad 
1-6 cm. longa, explanata 4—7 mm. lata; flores 3-nati; pendunculi teretes 
hispidi, 2—5 mm. longi; receptaculum obconicum vel subglobosum vel fere 
semiglobosum, setiferum, setis fere ad 1 mm. longis, 4 mm. longum, ad 5 mm. 
diam., sepala 5, exteriora subobtusa, 8 mm. longa, basi 2-5—3 mm. lata, 
interiora marginata acuta, 3—5 mm. longa, basi 3—4 mm. lata; petala ca. 30, 
2-seriata, parum inaequilonga, e parum supra medium subcuneate angustata, 
purpureo rosea, ad 7 mm. longa, ad 1 mm. lata; staminodia stamina leviter 
excedentia, 3 mm. longa; filamenta 3-seriata, alba, fere epapillata, antheris 
pollineque albidis; glandulae crenulatae, fere contiguae; ovarii lobi obtusi, 
leviter compressi, glandulas attingentes; stigmata angustissime subulata, 
inconspicue papillata, 1-5 mm. longa, cauda subnulla. 

Cape Province: in dit. Fort Beaufort; Adelaide, Apr. 1931, E. E. Galpin. 
NBG 834/31. 

Bikdan: 1932. 

Delosperma affine Lavis sp. nov. (Planifolia-Glabra).—Rami culti 7 visi, 
11-5—29 cm. longi, internodiis 1-9—4 cm. longis, 2—3 mm. diam.; ramuli 
laterales 3-6—13-5 cm. longi, ultimi florentes interdum congesti, ca. 1: 5—3 cm. 
longi; partes herbaceae glabrae levissimae politaeque, laete, vel interdum 
subglauce, virides; folia erecta vel ascendentia vel patentia vel e medio recurva 
supra, manu explanata, lineare lanceolata, acuminata, interdum apiculata, vel 
breviora obtusa vel subobtusa, 2—5 cm. longa, 7—11 mm. lata, ca. 4 mm. diam.; 
pedunculi teretes, 5—7 mm., fructiferi ad 9 mm., longi; receptaculum globose 
obconicum, 4 mm. longum, 5—6 mm. diam.; sepala 5, exteriora linearia, acuta 
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vel subobtusa, 8—10 mm. longa, basi 2 mm. lata, interiora acuta vel acuminata, 
late marginata, ad 3 mm. longa, basi ca. ad 2:5 mm. lata; petala 2-seriata 
(interiora pauca), e bene supra medium inferne conspicue angustata, obtusa 
alba, ad 9 mm. longa, ad 1-5 mm. lata; staminodia superne recurva, ad 7-5 mm. 
longa; stamina ca. 4-seriata, intima parum supra medium papillata, 4—5 mm. 
longa, antheris pollineque luteis; glandulae crenulatae approximatae; ovarii 
lobi obtusi, vix compressi, glandulas fere attingentes, ad 1—5 mm. elevati.; 
stigamata inferne subulata, inconspicue papillata, 2 mm. longa cum cauda 
1 mm. longa vel parum ultra. 


Locus ignotus; fl. National Botanical Gardens, Kirstenbosch, Apr. 1921 
Bolus Herbarium 16966. 


Delosperma leightoniae Lavis sp. nov. (Angustifolia).—Planta 1 visa, erecta 
glabra robusta, ad 10 cm. alta, caule lignoso brevissimo, ca. 1-5 cm. diam., fere e 
basi 2-ramoso, ramis primariis fere ad 1:4 cm. diam.; ramuli graciles 
virgati, 10- 5—20 cm. longi, basi ad 4 mm., deinde 2-5 mm. vel supra medium 
1 mm. diam., internodiis 7—49 mm. longis; folia saepius erecta vel ascendentia, 
supra lateraliterque visa acuminata vel acuta, dorso obscure carinata, viridia vel 
glauce viridia, in siccis papillatis, papillis albis; pedunculi 1-7—2-8 cm., vel 
culti ad 4-5 cm., longi; receptaculum obconicum, 3:5 mm. longum, 6 mm. 
diam., in pedunculum gradatim abeuns; sepala 5, acuminata, exteriora 7—9 
mm., vel in flore altero culto ad 1-2 cm., longa, basi 3:5 mm. lata, interiora 
5—6 mm. longa, basi 2-5—3 mm. lata; petala 2—3-seriata, interiora pauca, 
prope basim tantum angustata, obtusa, in siccis pallide rosea, 7—9 mm. longa, 
0-5—1 mm. lata; staminodia nulla; stamina 3-seriata, glabra pallida, 4—6 mm. 
longa; glandulae conspicuae subapproximatae; ovarii lobi abrupte ad 1 mm. 
elevati, glandulas non attingentes; stigmata 5, anguste subulata, ad apicem 
verum conspicue papillata; capsula infra obconica, inconspicue obtuse 5-angu- 
lata, 4 mm. longa, 7 mm., expansa, ad 1-2 cm., diam., valvis expansis, valde 
recurvis, supra ca. per 2 mm. elevatis; semina muricata, saturate brunnea, ca. 
0-5 mm. diam. 


Cape Province: in dit. Kingwilliam's Town; Thomas River, Jan. 1947, 
F. M. Leighton. Bolus Herbarium 27830. 

Fl. hort. L. Bolus, Nov. 1948. 

Delosperma minimum Lavis sp. nov. (Carinata).—Plantae 9 visae, primum 
dense compactae, 4—5 cm. diam., caule 4—10 mm. diam., deinde sat laxe 
ramosae ramulosaeque, ramis pallidis, ad 8—5 cm. longis, internodiis sub- 
pallidis, 5—15 mm. longis, ad 2 mm. diam.; folia variabilia, ascendentia vel 
patentia, supra ovata obtusa vel subacuta, 4—8 mm. longa, ad 4 mm. lata 
diametroque, vel linearia acuta vel lateraliter visa obtusa, saepius 10—24 mm. 
longa, 5 mm. lata diametroque; flores fere sessiles, 2:6—3-2 cm. diam.; bracteae 
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2:-5—7:5 mm. longae; receptaculum semiglobosum, ad 2 mm. longum, ad 
4 mm. diam.; sepala 6, 3—5 mm. longa, saepius acuta, omnia marginata ; petala 
3—4-seriata, inferne leviter angustata, obtusa vel subtruncata, eburnea vel 
pallide rosea, 5—14 mm. longa, ad 1 mm. lata; staminodia subnulla; filamenta 
ad 5-seriata, intima apud basim dense papillata; ovarii lobi ca. ad 0-75 mm. 
elevati. 


Cape Province: in dit. Albany; Makana's Kop, prope Grahamstown. 
Feb. 1952, G. V. Britten. Albany Museum Herb. 37. 


Fl. hort. L. Bolus, Feb.-Apr. 1953-1955. 


Delosperma angustipetalum Lavis sp. nov. (Carinata).—Planta caespitossa, 
inter minima in genere, ad 12 cm. alta, ad 5 cm. diam.; radix ad 5 mm. diam. ; 
caulis 5 mm. diam., internodiis inclusis; folia ascendentia vel fere erecta, ad 2-7 
cm., vel saepissime |—1-5 cm., longa, carina obtusa, lateribus leviter convexis, 
supra leviter concava; flores sessiles, 2: 5—2-8 cm. diam.; receptaculum hemi- 
sphaericum, 4:5 mm. longum, 9 mm. diam.; sepala 6, ca. 5—7 mm. longa, basi 
ad 6 mm. lata; petala 4—5-seriata, laxa linearia obtusa alba, ad 1-2 cm. longa, 
ad 0-5 mm. lata; staminodia nulla; filamenta 5-seriata, glabra; glandulae 
inconspicuae; ovarii lobi erecti obtusi, apud apicem rotundi, ad 1 mm. elevati; 
stigmata 6, grosse subulata, cum cauda fere 1 mm., 2 mm. longa. 

Cape Province: in dit. Albany; N. S. Pillans. NBG 388/16. 

Fl. Jan. 1920. Described from 2 dried specimens and a coloured plate 
depicting the type material, with 9 enlarged pen-sketches of all main parts of a 
flower. 

Delosperma pergamentaceum L. Bol. var roseum Lavis var. nov.—(Compres- 
silatera)—a forma typica planta omnino pallidissime roseo suffusa; foliis 
omnibus saepius minoribus; floribus 3—5 cm. diam.; sepalis 5—13 mm. longis; 
petalis pallide roseis, differt. 

Cape Province: Namaqualand; Richtersveld, 8 miles east of Koeskop, 
gravel soil, Oct. 1938. J. P. Roux 519. 

Note: The sections Carinata and Compressilatera may be distinguished 
from each other as follows: in the former the sepals 6, stigmas 6, subulate, 
much shorter than the stamens. In the latter sepals 5, stigmas 5, filiform, equalling 
or exceeding the stamens. 

Delosperma Lavis sect. nov.—Papillosum, papillis rigide setosis, setis 
persistentibus vel demum deciduis et papillis induratis albisque. 

LECTOTYPE. Delosperma echinatum (Ait.) Schwant. comb. nov, Móller's 
Deutsch. Gártner Zeit. XLII, 258, 1927. 

This section consists of a single species and differs from all the rest of the 
genus in having a rigid seta on the papillae, giving the vegetative parts the bristly 
appearance which suggested the specific name. These bristles persist even on 
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some of the oldest parts of the plant, until with age or friction they disappear, 
leaving the papillae indurated and white. The flowers are solitary and the petals 
are white or vary from cream to deep-yellow. 

It was figured in 1799 by Redouté (Plant. Grasst 24) and by Salm-Dyck in 
1842 (53. Fig. 2). The latter remarks that it was frequently cultivated. 

The following collections of this section represented in the Bolus Herbarium, 
made from 1911-1934, and chiefly, from the Divisions of Albany, Uitenhage 
and Port Elizabeth, rarely extending to the Humansdorp and George Divisions, 
arranged in chronological order . . . Mrs. T. V. Paterson 4, N. S. Pillans (NBG 
425/16), R. A. Dyer 1114, G. Britten * C.", J. Luckhoff, P. Ross Frames, L. Bolus 
and H. G. Fourcade. 

Note: D. leightoniae and D. minimum were described from notes and observa- 
tions made by L. Bolus; D. adelaidense and D. pergamentaceum var. 
roseum from drawings by B. O. Carter and M. Walgate respectively, and 
D. afine and D. angustipetalum from 2 excellent drawings by M. M. Page. 


CORRECTION 


Delosperma lebomboense Lavis sp. nov. et comb. nov. ( Planifolia-Glabra).— 
D. tradescantioides ( Bgr.) L. Bol. var. lebomboense L. Bol. in Mesemb. II: 382 
(1933).—Hac species a D. tradescantioides foliis saepissime ovate lanceolatis, 
acutis vel acuminatis, pallide luteo viridibus; receptaculo crateriforme; petalis 
acutis vel acuminatis, stramineis; filamentis omnibus epapillatis; ovarii lobis 
stellate patentibus et glandulas attingentibus, praecipue differt. 

The following collections are represented in the Bolus Herbarium: 

Zululand: Lembobo Flats, Sept. 1932, Galpin. NBG 2214/32. Typus. 

Type. MKUZI, "in karroid scrub at the side of the Pongola River, immediately 
above the Poort in the Lebombo Mts. through which it runs. Fls. yellow. Only 
one large clump seen associated with Azima tetracantha.” Sept. 1932. Flora 
Sargent. Flats across the Pongola River, at Ottobotini, Jul. 1936, I. C. Verdoorn 
1685. "Ingwavuma district, Shemula's Poort, prostrate, succulent herb in dry 
Treeveld, common, staminodes white, altitude 200 ft.", Jul. 1954, C. J. Ward 
2359. Ubombo; Makalini Flats, “Fls. white," June 1964 R. G. Strey 5310 b. 
Natal: Louwsberg; “on the farm Louwskloof, between sandstone, common," 
Jan. 1950 L. C. C. Liebenberg S.U.G. 12385. Pongola, Meersetting, “in open 
grassveld, light sandy soil, common." Jan. 1950. L. C. C. Liebenberg S.U.G. 
12388. Swaziland: Nov. 1960. R. H. Compton. Ngwavuma Poort, Sept. 1962, 
R. D. Bayliss 674. 

Note: The type specimens of all new species described in this paper are in 
the Bolus Herbarium, University of Cape Town. 


